CHAPTER XXIX
PEACE AND RECONCILIATION
(1696-1698)
IN its eighth year the so-called War of the League of
Augsburg came to an inconclusive end. The Maritime
Powers and Germany had defended themselves successfully,
but were weary of the barren struggle. Spain was bellicose,
but useless. After the withdrawal of the English fleet from
the Mediterranean the Duke of Savoy made peace with France,,
and the Emperor and the King of Spain were constrained to
accept the neutralization of Italy. Only the Emperor, with
his eyes fixed on the ever-impending vacancy of the Spanish
throne, was earnest to keep the anti-French confederacy in
being. But this same reason dictated an opposite policy
to France, Louis had no mind to see the Spanish empires
in the Old and New World become the prize which should
inspire all the banded enemies of France with renewed com-
radeship and ardour. He understood the numerous strains
which were rending the Grand Alliance. He saw that it
was falling to pieces under the pressure of so many fruitless
campaigns. Once resolved into its component parts, the
reconstitution of so ponderous and complicated an engine
might well be impossible. He believed that no hand but
William's could reassemble it; and how long would William
last ? Peace would dissolve the hostile coalition. Many of
its members would lay aside their panoply and go thek several
ways disarmed. But the great central Power which had
hitherto withstood them all, albeit narrowly, would under
his absolute sovereignty refit her armies, revive her strength,
and pursue her aims better at the moment by peace than by
war. Moreover, the long struggle against all Europe had
seriously affected the strength of the French nation. Louis
therefore at the end of 1696 made overtures of peace to
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